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Serving
Areas of BurkeFairfaxFairfax Serving
Areas of Burke

Little League players
Hannah Smith, Nate
Smith and Tyler
Lennon lead the
Pledge of Allegiance
on Opening Day of
the Fairfax County
Little League, Satur-
day, April 6.
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News
Fairfax Connection Editor Kemal Kurspahic

703-778-9414 or south@connectionnewspapers.com

By Victoria Ross

The Connection Newspapers

A
fter a half century of controlling
its own water system, the City of
Fairfax voted unanimously Tues-
day, April 9, to get out of the in-

creasingly costly water business.
The city council’s history-making decision

closes one contentious chapter of Northern
Virginia’s “Water Wars,” which has em-
broiled four local governments, powerful
politicians, high-priced legal teams, the U.S
Army Corps of Engineers, and a billion-dol-
lar utility company.

“Change is, indeed, never easy,” said
Mayor Scott Silverthorne, at the end of a
public hearing on the issue Tuesday. “I was
firmly in the other camp a year ago. … I
know this has been painful and none of us
were thrilled having to make this decision.
At the end of the day we all believe it’s the
right course of action.”

Civic pride in owning its water system was
not enough to justify the millions of dollars
it would take to maintain and litigate Fairfax
County and Fairfax Water to keep the City
of Fairfax in the water business. According
to city officials, it would take $45 million
in upgrades to its current water system to
remain in the water business.

Council members were sensitive to the
issue of civic pride and the city’s long his-
tory of independence.

“It’s an important part of our history.
We’re all proud of our independent water
system. But, we’ve been forced to reevalu-
ate,” said council member Ellie Schmidt. “I
don’t like giving up control, but … our citi-
zens will benefit from lower water rates.”

“We have to set pride to one side, and
focus on the business decision,” said coun-
cil member Jeff Greenfield. “We have a re-
sponsibility to focus on present and look to
future. We have opportunity and obligation
to save our customers water and high qual-
ity.”

Council member Dan Drummond con-
tended the city’s pride of place is not de-
pendent on its water system.

“Who we procure water from doesn’t de-
fine us. We’re not our water system. This is
a vote for our present and our future,”
Drummond said.

Before Tuesday’s vote, city council mem-
bers heard from about a dozen residents,
most of whom spoke in favor of converting
to Fairfax Water.

“I’m retired on reasonably fixed income,”
said longtime city resident Wayne Turk.
“When I look at the projected cost to stay
in the water business, it makes me awfully
nervous. One of the reasons we’re thinking
about keeping this is city pride? Doesn’t

seem like that’s a good idea,” Turk said.
City resident Rob Flynn agreed: “The City

of Fairfax is in a big donut … let’s do the
things we do well, and get out of the things
we don’t.”

A few residents said they remained op-
posed to selling the city’s water system, and
suggested putting the question to a refer-
endum.

Council member Steve Stombres said the
city does not have time for a referendum
on the ballot.

“We have pushed this back as far as we
can under our mediation agreement … I
have always been proud that we had our
own water system, but things have changed.
I believed the community was willing to pay
a premium to stay in water business, but
we are long past the economic viability of
that. I am satisfied the benefits outweigh
the drawbacks,” Stombres said.

Fairfax County Board of Supervisors
Chairman Sharon Bulova reacted swiftly to
news of the unanimous vote. “I am very
pleased. This is a win-win decision for both
Fairfax City and

Fairfax County residents,” Bulova said.
Silverthorne said the city’s decision will

resolve pending litigation against Fairfax
County, and save the city additional legal
costs. The city’s lawsuit against Fairfax
County halted the county from enacting an
ordinance to regulate the city’s water fees
last July.

The lawsuit stemmed from an ordinance
enacted in December, 2011, by the Fairfax
County Board of Supervisors that gave the
county broad powers to determine how resi-
dents got their water and how much they
paid for it.

County officials said the new law was an
attempt to ensure that all county residents
pay a “fair and reasonable” rate for their
water. But city leaders said the ordinance
was a blatant power grab, and promptly
sued the county.

What Happens Next?
 In choosing to get out of the water busi-

ness, the average water residential bill will

be about $340 by 2018, compared to $894.
Average commercial customers will see sig-
nificant cost savings as well, with annual
bills averaging $2,481 under the Fairfax
Water plan versus $6,528 if the city retained
its utility.

Currently, the average city rate for 1,000
gallons of water is $4.64 compared to $2.51
for Fairfax Water customers. Typical annual
usage is about 100,000 gallons of water,
according to city officials.

Fairfax County resident Kirk Randall,
whose home borders the City of Fairfax, said
he is thrilled with the decision.

Randall is one of the 21,000 county resi-
dents who has paid 71 percent more for
water because he gets his water from the
City of Fairfax rather than Fairfax Water.

“I’m pleased that our water rates will ac-
tually decline instead of doubling or tripling
under the status quo. However, while lower
water rates are high on my list of priorities,
perhaps even more important is reliability.”

‘Retail’ vs. ‘Wholesale’
Agreement

Silverthorne said the single factor that
changed his mind was the advantage of a
“retail option,” vs. a “wholesale” option.

About a year ago, the city considered—
and ultimately rejected—a plan to become
a “wholesale” customer of Fairfax Water.
Under that option, the city would have pur-
chased water at wholesale rates from Fairfax
Water and re-brand it into Fairfax City wa-
ter. But distribution costs would have been
significantly higher because the city’s dis-
tribution system is much smaller than that
of Fairfax Water.

After mediation with Fairfax county and
Fairfax Water, a “retail option” was put on
the table, and it’s this option that changed
the mind of Silverthorne and many city resi-
dents. By becoming “retail” water custom-
ers, the city will essentially sell its water
system to Fairfax Water, which will take over
all water production, transmission and dis-
tribution functions to deliver its water to
the city’s existing customers.

By converting to Fairfax Water, city offi-
cials said city water customers will realize
a number of benefits, including:

❖ Lower rates: In 2018, average annual
cost savings are estimated at $554 for resi-
dential customers and $4,047 for commer-
cial customers.

❖ Water treatment enhancement: Fairfax
Water’s treatment plants provide drinking
water using state-of-the-art treatment pro-
cesses that would not be possible if the city
had to expend $45 million to refurbish its
water treatment facilities.

❖ Expanded capacity to address water
outages: The city currently has no long-term
backup for its Loudoun County treatment
and transmission facilities. Each time the
city declares a system emergency—which
has occurred about every five weeks in re-
cent years—it relies on Fairfax Water to pro-
vide water. Jeanne Bailey, a longtime city
resident and the spokesperson for Fairfax
Water, said that many city residents don’t
fully understand the vulnerability of the
city’s system. She said Fairfax Water has 17
billion gallons of upstream storage ready
to go in the event of a drought, but specifi-
cally prohibits the city from buying emer-
gency water during a drought because it’s
an event that can be “planned-for,” not an
emergency.

❖ Cost of converting to Fairfax Water off-
set by sale of city-owned water treatment
properties in Loudoun County: The timing
of transferring to Fairfax Water now—be-
fore costly upgrades to the city’s water treat-
ment plant—means money is saved and the
can sell the Loudoun properties in the cur-
rent condition.

Silverthorne, who was elected mayor in
May 2012, said he believed this was the
right decision for current and future resi-
dents. “I can see, years down the road, if
we had kept on this path, the future mayor
and city council would say ‘what in the
world were they thinking?’”

“This is a historic decision,” Silverthorne
continued. “We have vetted this decision
and we have kept the community fully in-
formed and involved. We can be proud of
that.”

Cost of owning water
system outweighs
civic pride.

City Votes 6-0 to Get Out of Water Business

Fairfax City Council member Jeff Greenfield and
Mayor R. Scott Silverthorne listen to residents during
a public hearing on Tuesday, April 9, debating
whether to remain in the water business.

City of Fairfax Utilities Director Rick Thoesen gave
council members a report on the benefits of selling
its water system and joining with Fairfax Water.
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News

Rita’s Italian Ice co-owners are (from left) Ed and
Jacque Whang and Kristen and Rico Vicencio.

Tara Sankner and BethAnn
Telford scoop flavored Italian
ice at Rita’s in Fairfax.
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Enjoying Frozen Treats to Help Fairfax Girl
Rita’s Italian Ice
raises money for
Tara Sankner.

See Supporting,  Page 5

By Bonnie Hobbs

The Connection

S
tanding on a crate behind
the counter of Rita’s Ital-
ian Ice, 8-year-old Tara
Sankner of Fairfax

scooped the cool, frosty treat into
cups for customers.

Some came there Monday
evening because the weather was
warm and they enjoy Rita’s offer-
ings. Many others came because
the Fairfax location was holding a
fundraiser for Tara, who was re-
cently diagnosed with brain cancer.

“We just opened last summer
and our philanthropy is kids with
cancer,” explained the store’s co-
owner, Rico Vicencio. “On open-
ing day, we gave a check to the
National Brain Tumor Society and
collected hats for children being
treated for cancer at Children’s
National Medical Center.”

The other co-owners are his wife

Kristen and their friends, Ed and
Jacque Whang. The Vicencios have
three young sons and the Whangs
have three young daughters, so it’s
not surprising that Tara’s plight
touched them.

THE EVENT came about via Fair
Lakes resident BethAnn Telford,
who’s battling brain cancer, her-
self. She and Rico used to work
together and have known each
other 10 years; after Telford’s re-

cent surgery, he paid her a visit.
“About three weeks ago, he came

to see how I was doing and deliv-
ered Rita’s Ice to make me feel
better,” said Telford. “That’s when
we discussed doing this for Tara.”
The other owners quickly agreed.

“This is close to our hearts be-
cause we all have kids,” said
Jacque, who works out with
Telford at Life Time Fitness in
Centreville. “BethAnn is such an
inspiration to us and we want to

give back however we can. And
being able to do this for Tara, in
conjunction with BethAnn, makes
this all the more special.”

So on Monday, April 8, from 6-8
p.m., Rita’s donated 20 percent off
all sales to Tara and her family,
towards their medical bills. Con-
tributions were also collected dur-
ing the day, after a woman called
to say she couldn’t come to Rita’s
during the fundraiser, but wanted
to donate.

“She said, ‘We need to put an
end to [childhood cancer],’” said
Jacque. “So we put together a do-
nation bin.” And, added Rico
Vicencio, “People have been donat-
ing since 2 p.m.”

Rita’s has 60 different flavors of
ices rotating and changing daily,
with 12 flavors always available.
Vicencio said mango and wild
black cherry are the most popular
flavors. The store also offers old-
fashioned frozen custard in vari-
ous flavors, including a lower-fat
vanilla, plus custard cakes and
custard cookie sandwiches. There
are cones and sundaes with unlim-
ited toppings; but, said Vicencio,
“We’re most known for our
gelati—layers of custard, Italian
ice and more custard.”

Across Route 29 from Paul VI
High, the store’s open daily from
noon-9 p.m.; but starting May 31,
it’ll stay open weekends until 10
p.m. and, come summer, it’ll be
open daily until 10 p.m.

Monday evening, people of all
ages flocked to Rita’s, and both
Tara and Telford were “celebrity
scoopers.” Meryl Bisaga and Sigrid
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News

From Page 4

Supporting
Tara

Rodgers came from Centreville
just for the fundraiser.

“I’m on the Board of Directors of
Bite Me Cancer [started by Chantilly
thyroid cancer survivor Nikki
Ferraro], so I’ve met all these won-
derful people through it,” said Bisaga.
“I’m also a thyroid cancer survivor
and I want to do whatever I can to
help—especially little children.”

“I lost family members to can-
cer, so anything I can do to help, I
will,” added Rodgers. “We’re so
advanced in so many other things,
but not in curing cancer.”

“There needs to be more money
for research,” said Bisaga. “And
events like this bring more public
awareness.”

Tara’s had three weeks of chemo
so far and it’s taken a toll on her
slender body. She’s been tired, has
had headaches and back pain and
had to have her hair cut short after
it began falling out. But that didn’t
stop her from pitching an inning
Saturday with her youth sports
team, the Vienna Galaxy, or attend-
ing a Girl Scout father-daughter
dance that evening with her dad.

Still, Telford understands first-
hand what Tara’s enduring, so she
was particularly pleased to see
such a good turnout at Rita’s. “I
think it’s wonderful that the com-
munity reaches out to help chil-
dren in need—especially right
now when this child is going
through the worst part of her
chemo,” she said.

TARA SAID SHE HAD FUN
“playing with the other children,
making ices, helping and eating. I
liked the lemon flavor the best.”

Also there Monday evening was
Springfield’s “Tattoo Tom”
Mitchell, who’s become one of
Tara’s champions. On Sunday,
April 7, he ran the Cherry Blossom
10-Miler in Washington, D.C., in
her honor and then came to Rita’s
for the fundraiser and to give her
his race medal.

He, too, was touched by cancer
when his daughter Shayla, 16,
died of the disease in 2009. He
then started the Stillbrave Child-
hood Cancer Foundation, provid-
ing non-medical support for fami-
lies going through cancer.

“I also do volunteer work for
Children’s National Medical Cen-
ter, and they referred me to Tara’s
mom Tammy to fix some leaky fau-
cets for her,” said Mitchell. “That’s
how I met Tara. She gave me one
of her pink, ‘Pray for Tara’ brace-
lets, and I wore it Sunday and ran
that race faster than I’d ever done
it before.”
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Have you ever
wanted to learn
what games kids
play in Macedonia?
How about what
they eat at
Christmas in
Poland? Want your
children to learn a
foreign language or
be exposed to
another culture?

Council on International Educational Exchange (CIEE) is looking
for families in Northern Virginia to host exchange students for the next
school year. CIEE is a leading high school exchange program in the
U.S., sponsoring over 1,600 exchange students annually from all over
the world. Host families choose a student to best match their family
dynamics. All students speak English, come with their own spending
money and health insurance. Students attend the local school and may
be eligible for sports teams. Countries of students vary by year. You
provide a loving home and an American family experience. Host fami-
lies go through a thorough screening process before placement.

Can you think of a better gift to someone than to share our wonderful
country with a student from another country for a year? Exchange stu-
dents are also wonderful older brothers and sisters for younger children
and can expose them to a different culture and language. You do not
need to have kids the same age, kids to send overseas or even kids at all!

Contact our local volunteer representative
in Fairfax: jimkennedyciee@yahoo.com or

703-352-7476 or visit www.ciee.org/
highschool/hostfamilies/benefits.html

Approved by Fairfax, Prince William and
Loudoun County Public Schools.

BRING THE WORLD
TO YOUR LIVING ROOM!
Host a Foreign Exchange Student

News

T
he Fairfax County Little
League held their Open-
ing Day festivities on Sat-
urday, April 6, at Chilcott

Baseball Field on Oak Street. Area
dignitaries—from state delegates to
Fairfax City and County representa-
tives—took part in the parade as well
as hundreds of players, family mem-
bers and volunteers.

Fairfax County
Little League kicks
off a news season.

Opening
Day

Challenger league players are ready to play ball as they wave from their float during
the kick-off parade on Saturday, April 6, Fairfax County Little League Opening Day.

Lake Braddock fresh-
man Kayley Anna
Manarchuck sang
before the Fairfax
County Little League
Opening Day Game
Saturday, April 6.

Challenger players Leslie
Spittery and Michael
Hudson are ready to play
on Opening Day of the
Fairfax County Little
League, Saturday, April 6.
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Last Brother Construction
Residential & Commercial

Over 17 Years of Experience

571-356-7392
lastbrother97@yahoo.com
www.lastbrother.com

 Licensed & Bonded

• Patios, Walkways & Decks
• Masonry Walls & Fireplaces
• Basement Finishing

• Fountains, Waterfalls & Ponds
• Sprinkler Systems
• Landscaping & Tree Work

Week in Fairfax

Apple, Vantria
Federal Credit
Unions Announce
Merger

Apple Federal Credit Union
(Apple) and Vantria Federal Credit
Union (Vantria) announced that
they have received approval by the
National Credit Union Administra-
tion to merge in early May 2013.
Apple is headquartered in Fairfax,
with a branch network extending
throughout Northern Virginia.
Vantria is also headquartered in
Fairfax County with one branch
(Springfield) serving the county.

Apple will absorb Vantria, includ-
ing all of its employees and its
branch, so there are no expected
layoffs or branch closings related to
this merger.

“Apple will benefit from a larger
member base and a slightly broader
branch network, resulting in greater
convenience for members of both
credit unions,” says Larry Kelly,
president and chief executive officer
of Apple. “In addition, Vantria
shares many of our core values in-
cluding a strong membership focus
and sense of community.”

Vantria members will automati-
cally assume Apple membership
and immediate access to their full
line of products and services.
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Opinion

T
he most hotly contested race for
statewide office in Virginia, the
Republican contest for lieutenant
governor, will be decided at a state-

wide convention on May 18. That’s about a
month from now.

A statewide Democratic primary will take
place June 11.

On Nov. 5, all eyes will turn to Virginia to
follow the conclusion of a fascinating race for
governor. Democrat Terry McAuliffe will face
Republican Ken Cuccinelli in a contest that will
appeal to more conservative Republi-
cans and more liberal Democrats.

The race will feature massive efforts
to turn out the vote. Mailboxes will fill
up with glossy mailers. Airwaves will no doubt
reflect the election.

Wait, didn’t we just do this?
Yes, but in 2013, Virginia will choose gover-

nor, lieutenant governor, attorney general, and
all 100 members of the House of Delegates.
Arlington voters will also elect one member to
the county board and one member to the school
board. City of Alexandria voters will also elect
a commonwealth’s attorney and sheriff.

And it won’t be simple.
Right now it appears that there are seven

Republican candidates, two Democratic can-
didates and an Independent Green candidate
running for lieutenant governor.

Republicans will choose from their seven can-

didates at a statewide convention on May 18.
Here are the names of the seven: Jeannemarie
Devolites Davis (R), former state senator and
wife of former U.S. Rep. Tom Davis; E.W. Jack-
son Sr. (R); L. Scott Lingamfelter (R), state del-
egate; Steve Martin (R), state senator; Pete
Snyder (R); Corey Stewart (R), Prince William
County Board chair, and Susan Stimpson (R),
Stafford County Board chair.

Democrats will choose a candidate for lieu-
tenant governor in the statewide primary on
June 11; candidates are Aneesh Chopra (D)

and state Sen. Ralph Northam (D).
Two Republicans and two Democrats

appear to be running for attorney gen-
eral: Democrats Justin Fairfax and state

Sen. Mark Herring would face off in the June
11 primary. Republicans would choose between
candidates Del. Rob Bell (R) and state Sen.
Mark Obenshain (R) at the state-wide conven-
tion May 18.

Town of Vienna voters will elect three mem-
bers of its town council on May 7.

Virginia has a General Election every year
on the Tuesday following the first Monday in
November; that’s Nov. 5, this year. Federal of-
fices are elected in even-numbered years. State
and local offices are elected in odd-numbered
years. If primaries are called by the political
parties, they are held on the second Tuesday
in June; that’s June 11, this year.

This is a formula for election fatigue, alter-

nating record voter turnout with tepid voter
turnout. Realigning Virginia’s election calen-
dar so that the critical statewide races took
place in presidential election years would in-
crease voter participation, although this change
is not simple and not likely.

The Virginia General Assembly voted this
year to impose much more stringent voter iden-
tification requirements starting in July 2014,
an unnecessary step that suppresses the votes
of poor, elderly and minority voters. Instead,
they should fund an annual mailing to all reg-
istered voters that summarizes what and who
will be on the ballot. This would increase the
integrity of elections, giving all voters a chance
to arrive at the polls informed and engaged.

Here are some good sources for information
on upcoming elections:

Virginia State Board of Elections,
www.sbe.virginia.gov/.

Virginia Public Access Project,
www.vpap.org/candidates?display=state.

Fairfax County Board of Elections,
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/elections/ecalendar.htm.

Alexandria Board of Elections,
www.alexandriava.gov/Elections.

Arlington Board of Elections,
w w w. a r l i n g t o n v a . u s / D e p a r t m e n t s /
VoterRegistration/VoterRegistrationMain.aspx.

— Mary Kimm,

mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com

Voting Again Every year is election year in
Virginia, and it’s a bit much.

Editorial

Alarmed by
School Names
To the Editor:

Am I the only one alarmed by the
presence of high schools named af-
ter confederate leaders? After our
nation’s long and divisive war, sym-
bols of bigotry abound; this, how-
ever, is only amplified as a problem
when the symbol is a high school.

To be clear, the “War of Northern
Aggression” (as it is ridiculously called
in some areas), and Virginia’s part in
it, are things to be ashamed of, not to
glorify. Forcibly legitimizing treason-
ous villains, and allowing our children
to be the recipient of our preposter-
ous revisionism is wrong.

For example: The following high
schools should be changing their
names immediately:

Robert E Lee High School
JEB Stuart High School
Fairfax High School (Rebels)
Stonewall Jackson High School
To erroneously fight your coun-

try is wrong. To erroneously fight
your country for your right to en-
slave is worse. To glorify those who
have erroneously fought their
country for their right to enslave is
the worst thing we could be doing.

                  Kiran Hampton
Great Falls

Letters to the Editor

By Kenneth R. “Ken” Plum

State Delegate (D-36)

T
he Reconvened Session of the General As-
sembly that met last week concluded work
for this year on the most significant funding

program for transportation infrastructure approved
by the legislature since the historic special session in
1986. The bill that had previously passed the legisla-
ture in the 2013 Regular Session was sent to the gov-
ernor for his approval and signature. He proposed a
series of amendments that were voted on last Wednes-
day, April 3, and approved by the House and the Sen-
ate. The governor will now sign the bill into law.

There is no getting around the fact that the new
law will cost the motoring public some extra dollars.
One advantage of the bill is that it raises most of the
money from those who use the roads. The more ve-
hicles you buy, the more gas you use, or the more
cars you title the more you will pay for the construc-
tion and upkeep of the roads. This very point allowed
some legislators who were opposed to raising taxes
to vote for the bill, for they considered the new rev-
enues to be coming from “user fees.” By whatever
name is necessary to develop pubic understanding,
the new law establishes a framework for revenue
growth that will help keep up with the cost of infla-
tion and growth. The cents per gallon gasoline tax
for example will be replaced with a sales tax on the
wholesale price of gasoline. It is doubtful that there
will be a noticeable change in gasoline prices at the
pump considering the fluctuations in gas prices that
already occur based on market factors.

The purchase of new cars has always had a reduced
sales tax rate. The current 3.5 percent will become 4
percent on July 1, 2013, and will increase slightly each
year until it reaches 4.15 percent on July 1, 2016, still
below the sales tax on all other purchases. For the spe-
cial needs of Northern Virginia there will also be a
“congestion relief fee” of $0.15 per $100 value of the
net sales price of a home. A transit occupancy tax on
hotel rooms at the rate of 2 percent is also established
for Northern Virginia. While the new law strengthens
the statewide maintenance and construction fund, it
recognizes the unique needs of the suburbs of North-
ern Virginia and Hampton Roads and provides that
the special funds that are raised in those regions stays
there for use in the region. No more sending money to
Richmond with a percentage of it not making its way
back. Language in the law also requires that priority
be given to projects that offer relief from congestion.

There is a strong mass transit component to the law
that provides funding for inter-city rail and $300 mil-
lion off the top to help with the funding of the Silver
Line. The additional funds should help keep tolls to a
more reasonable level on the Dulles Toll Road.

The governor offered an amendment at my request
and the urging of others that the alternative fuel fee
be eliminated or reduced. He chose to reduce it from
$100 to $64. The House leadership has committed to
a study of the fee during this year to consider if it should
be re-assessed and if so, the amount, and the special
vehicles to which it should apply. I expect major revi-
sions on this issue in the 2014 session. The job is not
totally complete in other areas as well. Clearly, though,
we have paved the way for Virginians and the future.

Paving the WayCommentary
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TWO POOR TEACHERS
Kitchen and Bathroom  Remodeling

Select your remodeling products from our Mobile
Kitchen and Bathroom Showroom and Design Center!!

Fully Insured & Class A Licensed
EST. 1999

Free Estimates www.twopoorteachers.com
703-969-1179

We Bring the Showroom to YOU!!

Visit our website
 for details!

Standard & Premium
Bath Specials!
Starting at

$4,950

HUGE SAVINGS!
Save on your next

DIY project—
See offer below

Your rental experts since 1969.
Live local, rent local, buy local.

12716 Lee Hwy., Fairfax, VA 22030 • 703-803-8585

1/2 Price Rentals
On Any Equipment

Tues.–Thurs. With This Ad.
Expires 5/31/13. Limit one
discount per transaction.

Customer pickup only.

A
s annual tax returns are be-
ing calculated and submit-
ted in a last-minute furor

across the country, Fairfax County
Police have received an alarming
report of 75 to 100 cases of tax
identification fraud in recent
weeks. Detectives are warning
residents of the scam and urge
them to take precautions to pre-
vent being victimized.

In this recent series of crimes,
taxpayers don’t discover they’ve
been victimized until after they file
their tax returns and are told that
the IRS has already received and
documented their returns. Con-
fused and perplexed, victims are
told to contact the Financial
Crimes Investigative unit to report
the matter and that their security
numbers have been stolen or com-
promised. Victims must handle the
arduous process of clearing up the
financial mess created by these
swindlers.

Detectives stress that while there
is little that can be done locally to
track suspects in these cases, edu-
cation and prevention are key fac-
tors that can help prevent identity

theft. They issue the following pre-
cautions:

❖ Limit the occasions you share
your social security number with
others.

❖ Do not voluntarily give your
social security to others.

❖ Closely monitor your credit re-
ports to catch potential fraud early.

❖ As odd as it sounds, closely
monitor your children’s credit re-
ports as well; thieves are known
to steal children’s social security
numbers as well.

❖ Virginia residents can have a
customer identifier on their
driver’s license in lieu of their so-
cial security number.

❖ Shred all personal informa-
tion at home prior to trash dis-
posal.

❖ Opt out of pre-approved credit
applications by calling 888-567-8688.

For more information on finan-
cial crimes, check http://
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/police/
financialcrimes/. To schedule a
group presentation with a finan-
cial crimes expert, contact the Pub-
lic Information Office at 703-246-
3271.

News

Police Receive Alarming
Number of Tax Fraud Reports

lostdogandcatrescue.org

lost (adj): 1. unable to find
the way. 2. not appreciated
or understood. 3. no longer

owned or known

Adopt
Donate

Volunteer
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New Shipments
of Annuals

and Perennials!

New Shipments
of Annuals

and Perennials!

New Shipments
of Annuals

and Perennials!

Spring Blooming Flowers & Shrubs!
Lilies, Orchids, Hanging Baskets

$29.99/cu. yd.
FR

EE 
Fil

l Bulk Mulch,
Playground

Chips & Compost

Ivy & Pachysandra
Approx. 100  $29.99
Vinca   50 Peat Pots

     $36.99
9023 Arlington Blvd.,

Fairfax, Virginia
2 miles west of I-495 on Rt. 50.
1 mile from I-66 (Vienna Metro)

Open 7 days a week
703-573-5025

www.cravensnursery.com
Visit our new Web site:

➠

Follow
us:

Celebrating our
40th Anniversary

Japanese Maples
30% OFF
Over 200 Varieties

50-65% Off Pottery
Washington Area’s
Biggest Selection

50-65% Off Pottery
Washington Area’s
Biggest Selection

50-65% Off Pottery
Washington Area’s
Biggest Selection

50-65% Off Pottery
Washington Area’s
Biggest Selection

50-65% Off Pottery
Washington Area’s
Biggest Selection

RR Ties $19.99

Citrus, Fruit Trees,
Blueberries

& Herbs

Citrus, Fruit Trees,
Blueberries

& Herbs

Citrus, Fruit Trees,
Blueberries

& Herbs

Tomato Plants are Here!
$1.99 for 4-pack

Free Estimates
Landscaping and Hardscaping

Patios, Walkways, Walls, Paver
Driveways and so much more!

Free Estimates
Landscaping and Hardscaping

Patios, Walkways, Walls, Paver
Driveways and so much more!

Free Estimates
Landscaping and Hardscaping

Patios, Walkways, Walls, Paver
Driveways and so much more!

OPEN HOUSES
 SATURDAY/SUNDAY, APRIL 13 & 14

Call Specific Agents to Confirm Dates & Times

When you visit one of these Open Houses, tell the Realtor you saw it in this
Connection Newspaper. For more real estate listings and open houses, visit

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com and click on the “This Week in Real Estate” link.

Burke
6012 Deep Lake Way................$753,995 .......Sat 12-6...................Clark Massie ...........................Tetra..703-391-6245
6356 Torrence St......................$689,900 .........Sat 1-4..................Laura Grzejka......................RE/MAX..703-754-4341
7303 Mizzen Pl.........................$575,000........Sun 1-4................Rich Langguth.................Century 21 ..703-609-3079
5828 Canvasback Rd................$409,000 .......Sat 12-4.................Andres Piedra .......................... Jobin..703-913-3017
6427 Fenestra Ct.......................$285,000........Sun 2-4..Heidi Ellenberger-Jones............Keller Williams..703-915-6038

Centreville
14177 Royal Oak Ln.................$299,000........Sun 1-4......................Janice Farr............Samson Props..703-618-8358

Chantilly
42344 Astors Beachwood.........$800,000........Sun 1-4 .................Chris Pezzana....................Weichert ..703-447-1662
13425 Melville Ln.....................$574,500........Sun 1-4...............Barbara Blumer..........Coldwell Banker..703-405-5993

Clifton
12130 Sangsters Ct...............$1,425,000......Sun 12-3...............Leslie Thurman.............Long & Foster..703-895-6000
13100 Twin Lakes Dr.............$1,272,500........Sun 1-4...............Marsha & Catie.............Long & Foster..703-618-4397
6817 Compton Heights Cir .......$619,900........Sun 2-4.........................Pat Fales......................RE/MAX..703-503-4365
6417 Springhouse Cir...............$599,500........Sun 1-4....Robin Jenks Vanderlip............Keller Williams..703-969-4966

Fairfax
3783 Penderwood Dr................$959,000........Sun 1-4....................Bill Hoffman............Keller Williams..703-309-2205

Fairfax Station
8309 Crestridge Rd................$1,495,000........Sun 2-4.........................Pat Fales......................RE/MAX..703-503-4365
6314 Youngs Branch Dr............$729,900........Sun 1-4..................Diana Khoury.............Long & Foster..703-401-7549
6205 Simpson Patent Ct...........$710,000........Sun 1-4...........Christine Shevock......................RE/MAX..703-475-3986

Falls Church
3804 Munson Rd......................$819,000........Sun 1-4................Patrick Kessler............Keller Williams..703-405-6540
3324 Stoneybrae Dr..................$699,500..Sat/Sun 1-4..................Dana LaFever.....................Weichert..703-609-3479

Franconia/Kingstowne
5577 La Vista Dr.......................$845,000........Sun 1-4..............Tracy Comstock...................Comstock..703-966-7268
6104 Mulberry Ct......................$569,500........Sun 1-4................Brian Mahoney............................EXIT..703-766-4600
6304 Walkers Croft Way...........$439,900........Sun 1-4..................Jim Souvagis.............Long & Foster..703-919-9191
5943 Dungeness Ln..................$359,950........Sun 1-4..............Heather Carlson......................RE/MAX..703-401-5805

Lorton
9280 Cardinal Forest Ln #201...$249,900........Sun 1-4...............Michael Richter..Residential Preferred..703-239-1234

Springfield
5307 Queensberry Ave ............. $795,000........Sun 1-4 ..................Maria Quispe.....................Weichert..703-409-1499
8603 Langport Dr.....................$495,000 .......Sat 11-2.....................Mary Ruehl..........Coldwell Banker..703-451-2500
7954 Hidden Bridge Dr.............$408,500........Sun 1-4......................Dane Work......................RE/MAX..703-869-4567
7704 Durer Ct...........................$305,000........Sun 1-4...............Jeremy Stewart.....................Weichert..703-549-8700
5898K Surrey Hill Pl #687........$142,000 .......Sat 11-4.....................Kathy Stark.....................Weichert..703-569-7878

To add your Realtor-represented Open House to these weekly
listings, please call Karen Washburn at 703-778-9422 or E-mail

the info to: kwashburn@connectionnewspapers.com
All listings due by Tuesday at 3 P.M.

HomeLifeStyle

By Marilyn Campbell

The Connection

V
irginia will be in bloom later this
month when more than 250 of the
state’s picturesque gardens,

homes and historic landmarks open to the
public for Historic Garden Week. The
statewide event, which is in its 80th year
and runs April 20-27,
includes sites in the
City of Alexandria and
Fairfax County.

“Virginia is espe-
cially beautiful during
Historic Garden
Week,” said Lynn
McCashin, executive
director of the Garden
Club of Virginia,
which sponsors the
statewide house and
garden tour. “Every
year is different, and
this one is extra spe-
cial because of the an-
niversary.”

Karen Cauthen
Miller, Historic Gar-
den Week state direc-
tor, says the event will
feature approximately
32 separate tours
throughout the Com-
monwealth of Virginia. The event raises
money to restore and preserve Virginia’s
historic landmarks.

“Historic Garden Week has transformed
the landscape of Virginia over its 80-year
history. It’s really an incredible accom-
plishment,” said Miller. “One-hundred
percent of proceeds go to the restoration
and preservation of the state’s most im-

portant public properties. The list is a
who’s who of any place your kids would
visit on a school fieldtrip. We restored the
Bowling Green at Mount Vernon with
funding from the Historic Garden Week,
for example.”

Miller added that Historic Garden
Week is the largest ongoing volunteer ef-
fort in Virginia and is put on by 3,400

volunteers who work
year-round.

“The restorations
are of such a scale that
they require the com-
bined efforts of all 47
clubs that make up the
Garden Club of Vir-
ginia. In Northern Vir-
ginia alone, the
projects that have ben-
efited from Historic
Garden Week include
Mount Vernon and
Green Springs, the
state’s only Beatrix
Farrand garden,” said
Anne Geddy Cross,
chairwoman of His-
toric Garden Week.

There are 78 special
events throughout the
commonwealth of Vir-
ginia planned during
the weeklong celebra-

tion. In Alexandria, for example, those
who purchase tickets to the Old Town Al-
exandria tour will also have admission
fees to George Washington’s Mount
Vernon Estate and Gardens waived on
April 20.

Ticket prices for Historic Garden Week
vary. For a tour schedule and ticket infor-
mation, visit www.vagardenweek.org.

Celebration raises money to restore and
preserve Virginia’s historic landmarks.

Virginia Historic Garden Week
Celebrates 80th Anniversary

Historic Garden Week is scheduled for April 20-27 and will include
sites in Alexandria and Fairfax County.
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The front facade
to the house Scot
Minesinger pur-
chased in the late
1980s was undis-
tinguished, even
bland. The engi-
neer found the
cross-gabled roof
line particularly
misconceived, but
hoped to eventu-
ally introduce a
more cohesive
architecture.

The Colonial-style elaboration developed by Sun Design Remodeling
explores resonant 18th century detailing, starting with the cultured
stone cladding on the lower level and chimneys. Decorative entablature
above windows, crown molding and period railing spindles build a style-
appropriate profile, yet the existing windows and shutters were re-used.

A Family Home Evolves
Sun Design Remodeling helps a local engineer find the indoor/
outdoor solution he dreamed of for 25 years.

Photos courtesy of Hadley Photography

Historic Garden Week is
scheduled for April 20-27 and
will include sites in Alexan-
dria and Fairfax County.

By John Byrd

S
ometimes a good opportu-

nity isn’t obvious at first. To
see what’s possible, one must look

past surfaces. The facade of a 3,400
square foot frame house at the end of a
Fairfax Station cul-de-sac, for instance.

The year is 1987. Engineer Scot
Minesinger, then in his late 20s, is think-
ing about the future.

At a glance, there are many things
about the frame house Minesinger
doesn’t like, starting with a faux cross-
gabled roof line that seems to have no
reference in any architectural style.

The “spindly” front porch and the white
vinyl siding are also detractors, as is the
facade that’s not so much understated as
“bland.”

Around back, Minesinger finds nearly
60 linear feet of rear elevation varied
only by smallish, builder-grade windows
— a peculiar glazing design, given the
lovely woodland setting all around.

Still, the house had been on the mar-
ket for two years, and Minesinger is look-
ing for something to build his dreams on
— a place where a future family might
thrive in the fullness of time.

Considered from this perspective: a
house on two rolling acres has a lot to of-
fer, the only real problem being to figure
out how that emergent “family home” —
re-designed to taste — will actually look.

“I wasn’t in a hurry,” Minesinger said,
explaining the 25-year gap between the
dream and its fulfillment. “I wanted a
more sustainable home energy system
first. And while I saw the potentials in
the rear of the house, I was looking for
the combination of suitable influences
that would move the project forward.”

So the big picture unfolds incrementally.
In 1996, after occupying the house for

six years, Minesinger designed a geother-
mal-based energy system, which he in-
stalled in the front yard. “My winter util-
ity bills dropped to about half,” he said.
“It was a step towards independence that
makes other changes possible.”

That said, it may be unsurprising to
learn that one so ardently methodical

eventually discovered how he wanted his
house to look by hiring a design build
firm to help him think it through.

“My wife, Carolyn, had been clipping
stories from magazines for years,”
Minesinger said. “We wanted the house
to be appropriate to this terrific setting,
but we needed people with real experi-

ence to help us shape our ideas.”

ENTER SUN DESIGN REMODELING of
Burke, a residential design/build firm recog-
nized for innovative whole-house makeovers.

“It was critically important to me to
find a process through which Carolyn and
I could explore our thoughts together. In
this regard, the 3-D space modeling ap-
proach offered by Sun Design made ev-
erything much easier,” Minesinger said.

The first breakthrough: recognizing
that the existing, vaguely “eclectic” front
facade needed to firmly define itself —
as classic colonial with distinctive early
American accents.

“The architectural identity became fairly
obvious once we sat down with Sun De-
sign,” Minesinger said. “Carolyn’s inter-
est in using stone nudged us in a style di-
rection that really fits the setting. In fact,
you can still see this kind of stone work in
historical homes nearby — especially as
you head west into hill country.”

Thus, the spindly porch supports have
been replaced by sturdier columns with
a more stately profile. Porch railings are
now period-specific. Decorative entabla-
ture crown each window.

At ground level, cultured stone clad-
ding graces the exposed lower level, the
new porch support piers and the chim-
neys. A second chimney has been added
to the front facade, an architectural sa-
lute to Virginia’s classic Georgians. Like-

wise, new siding — in tan and khaki with
bright white trim — accentuates the new
facade’s textured warmth.

Meanwhile, on the rear elevation, Sun
Design developed a distinctive indoor/
outdoor plan purposed to multi-genera-
tional requirements.

And that works. The three children are
now teens. Clever “zoning” solutions con-
fer both the privacy and easy interaction
needed to satisfy the family’s varied, and
foreseeable, needs

“The patio room evolved logically,”
Minesinger said. “It’s directly linked to the
dining room; a great spot to take in the
view ... without getting your feet wet.”

Still, the room is, by definition, “transi-
tional” to the outdoor experience. Though
it’s over 400 square feet, there was no
corresponding modification to the home’s
HVAC system. Instead, the design calls for
two-ply insulated glass on three-sides, and
features a floor-to-ceiling stone fireplace.

“The enclosure stays really comfortable
without any additional heating or cool-
ing support,” Minesinger said, referring
to the spaciously open addition as “a sec-
ond family room.”

Overhead, a private balcony linked to
the master bedroom suite gives the adult
Minesingers a quiet treetop perch from
which to take it all in.

Exiting the patio room through French
doors, the open-air plan unfolds as a se-
ries of terraced activity zones: a 12-by-
16-foot deck; a cozy covered porch cooled
by a pair of overhead rotating fans.

Both structures, in turn, segue along
their respective low-rise staircases to a
flagstone patio where the family gener-
ally gathers to enjoy grilling and warm
weather dining.

Rounding out the picture: a 1196-
square-foot two-level outbuilding created
to shelter Minesinger’s collection of vin-
tage 1970s Cadillacs.

As with every other aspect of the
project, the design called for carefully
scaling-back the new structure’s mass,
concentrating on architecturally sympa-
thetic rooflines and elevations.

It all marries beautifully. Opportunity
realized.

More
Sun Design Remodeling sponsors

tours of recently remodeled homes as
well as workshops on home remodeling
topics. Headquartered in Burke, the firm
recently opened a second office in
McLean. Call 703-425-5588 or visit
www.SunDesignInc.com.
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10  8901 Rhododendron Circle,
Lorton — $750,000

9  7107 Ayers
Meadow Lane,
Springfield —

$775,000

6  12319 Ox Ridge Road,
Fairfax — $840,000

February 2013
Top Sales

Photos by Craig Sterbutzel/The Connection

Address .................................... BR FB HB ..... Postal City ..... Sold Price .. Type ....... Lot AC .. PostalCode ........ Subdivision .......... Date Sold

1  11393 AMBER HILLS CT ........... 4 .. 3 .. 1 .......... FAIRFAX ...... $1,138,096 ... Detached ... 0.90 ........ 22033 .... ESTATES AT FAIR OAKS .... 02/20/13

2  11117 DEVEREUX STATION LN .. 5 .. 4 .. 2 ... FAIRFAX STATION $1,050,000 ... Detached ... 5.00 ........ 22039 ...... DEVEREUX STATION ..... 02/28/13

3  10667 MAIN ST ....................... 3 .. 3 .. 1 .......... FAIRFAX ......... $950,000 ... Townhouse 0.07 ........ 22030 . MAIN STREET RESIDENCES 02/01/13

4  4206 KENNA CT ....................... 5 .. 5 .. 1 ........ CHANTILLY ....... $875,931 ... Detached ... 0.32 ........ 20151 ............ UNKNOWN ............ 02/15/13

5  12129 BEAVER CREEK RD ......... 6 .. 4 .. 2 ......... CLIFTON ........ $850,000 ... Detached ... 5.00 ........ 20124 ......... MAPLE BRANCH ........ 02/25/13

6  12319 OX RIDGE RD ................. 5 .. 4 .. 1 .......... FAIRFAX ......... $840,000 ... Detached ... 0.22 ........ 22033 .... WEST GROVE ESTATES ... 02/28/13

7  3838 FARRCROFT GRN ............. 4 .. 3 .. 1 .......... FAIRFAX ......... $785,000 ... Townhouse 0.07 ........ 22030 ............ FARRCROFT ........... 02/15/13

8  8104 FLOSSIE LN ..................... 5 .. 3 .. 1 ......... CLIFTON ........ $775,000 ... Detached ... 5.00 ........ 20124 ..... FLOSSIE E COMPTON .... 02/21/13

9  7107 AYERS MEADOW LN ........ 4 .. 4 .. 1 ...... SPRINGFIELD ..... $775,000 ... Detached ... 0.22 ........ 22150 . ACCOTINK BLUFF ESTATES . 02/12/13

10  8901 RHODODENDRON CIR ..... 4 .. 4 .. 1 .......... LORTON ......... $750,000 ... Detached ... 0.24 ........ 22079 .... LAUREL HILL LANDBAY ... 02/22/13

Copyright 2013 RealEstate Business Intelligence. Source: MRIS as of March 15, 2013.

Local REAL ESTATE

2  11117
Devereux
Station Lane,
Fairfax Station
— $1,050,000

1  11393 Amber Hills Court,
Fairfax — $1,138,096
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A CLEANING SERVICE
Since 1985/Ins & Bonded

Quality Service at a Fair Price
Satisfaction Guaranteed-

Angies List 2011-Super Service Award!
Comm/Res. MD VA DC

acleaningserviceinc.com
703-892-8648

CLEANING CLEANING

✿✿✿✿✿✿✿✿✿
TN

HOUSECLEANING
20 yrs Experience

Great rates
Excellent refs

Theresa
703-980-3113

theresajnavarro@hotmail.com

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

GUTTER CLEANING & REPAIRS
Townhouses $65

Houses $125
Ext. Painting • Power-Washing

LIC 703-323-4671 INS

MR. GUTTER
GUTTER GUTTER

GUTTER CLEANING
Gutters and Downspouts Cleaned

Small Repairs • Gutter Guards

PINNACLE SERVICES
lic/ins 703-802-0483 free est.
email jamie@lawnsandgutters.com
web: lawnsandgutters.com
Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!

General Remodeling
Residential & Commercial

Specializing in:
Kitchen/Bathroom/Basement Remodeling
Plumbing • Electrical • Custom Carpentry

Doors Windows • Hardwood Floors
Crown Molding • House Cleaning

Interior/Exterior Painting • Brick/Stone Work
Ceramic Tile • Decks, Fences, Patios

HOA Maintenance, Granite Counter Tops
Realtors Work and Much More

Hand and Hand
Handyman

Licensed and Insured Serving Northern Virginia

703-296-6409

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

RCL HOME REPAIRS
Handyman Services

Springfld • Burke • Kingstowne
Light Electrical • Plumbing • 

Bathroom Renovation •  Ceramic Tile • 
Drywall Repair

703-922-4190
LIC.    www.rclhomerepairs.com    INS.

SPRINGFIELD HANDYMAN

��Small Home Repairs 

��Good Rates

��Experienced

703-971-2164

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

Licensed
Insured

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

You have tried the rest - NOW CALL THE BEST!!
Proudly serving Northern VA - 46 yrs. exp.

The HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

BATHROOM REMODELING, DRYWALL,
PAINTING, CERAMIC TILE, CARPENTRY,
POWER WASHING & MUCH MORE

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic

Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-830-3849
E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail.com

www.rncontractors.com

Zone 2 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 2: • Burke

• Fairfax • Springfield

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

Zone 2 Ad Deadline:

Wednesday 11 a.m.

703-917-6464

Zone 2: • Burke

• Fairfax • Springfield
EmploymentEmployment

CANAM HARVESTING LLC / 

HARVESTER OPERATORS:
12 temporary openings in DE from May 05, 2013 to 
June 30, 2013; Housing provided at no cost at: 213 
S. Main St, Bridgeville, DE 19933 & all worksites 
w/in reasonable commutable distance from housing. 
Duties: Inspect field, identify harvesting conditions, 
locate electric lines & obstacles; Adjust height, 
speed & other functions of custom combine harvest-
ers to max operations & ensure safety; Harvest lima 
beans using combine harvesters or other farm ma-
chinery according to soil conditions and supervisor's 
instructions; May drive combine harvesters from site 
to site up to a distance of 30 mi; Responsible for rou-
tine maintenance & repair of the combine harvesters 
incl. performing inspection of harvesters before & af-
ter each shift, verify oil, mobile pieces, & others; Per-
form emergency repair of harvesters as needed. Re-
quirements: Valid driver’s license & 1 yr of experi-
ence operating large farm machinery; Demonstrable 
ability to operate & drive highly specialized combine 
harvesters; Ability to understand operation & secure 
handling of complicated hydraulic & electrical sys-
tems; Good health & able to understand/follow su-
pervisor's instructions. Conditions: $15.81/hr in-
creased $1 per yr of exp, up to a max of $24/hr; 
Scheduled workweek is 40 hrs (may exceed 40 hrs 
depending on field/crop condition); Required to work 
day, evening and/or night shifts; Employer guaran-
tees to offer workers employment for at least 3/4 of 
the workdays; Tools, equipment & supplies provided 
at no cost; Housing & cooking facilities provided at 
no cost; Transportation &subsistence expenses 
($11.13 daily w/ no receipts, & $46.00 daily w/re-
ceipts) to worksite will be paid by the employer upon 
completion of 50% of the work contract, or earlier; 
Employer will comply with first week wage guarantee 
of $ 632.40; Return transportation and subsistence is 
paid upon completion of 100% of the work contract. 
The employer may terminate the work contract if, be-
fore the expiration date specified in the work con-
tract, the services of the worker are no longer re-
quired for reasons beyond the control of the employ-
er due to fire, weather, or other Act of God, as deter-
mined by CO. In the event of such termination of a 
contract, the employer will fulfill a three-fourths guar-
antee for the time that has elapsed from the start of 
the work contract to the time of its termination. The 
employer will make efforts to transfer the worker to 
other comparable employment acceptable to the 
worker, consistent with existing immigration law. If 
such transfer is not affected, the employer will (1) re-
turn the worker, at the employer’s expense, to the 
place from which the workers came to work for the 
employer or transport the worker to the worker’s next 
certified H-2A employer, whichever the worker pre-
fers; (2) reimburse the worker the full amount of any 
deductions made from the worker’s pay by the em-
ployer for transportation and subsistence expenses 
to the place of employment; (3) Pay the worker for 
any costs incurred by the worker for transportation 
and daily subsistence to the place of employment. 
To apply, report in person or send resume to nearest 
State Workforce Agency & provide copy of this ad & 
job ref. number indicated below. Delaware Depart-
ment of Labor - 4425 North Market Street, Wilming-
ton, DE 19809-0828. Tel. (302) 761-8116, Ref: 
XXXX.

Great Job Opportunity!
The high volume Mount Vernon Inn Restaurant
(George Washington’s Mount Vernon) is seeking
Wait staff: Food Servers & Host/ess staff.
Free meals, uniforms, parking, and flexible
scheduling. Email: MVImail@MountVernon.org

Director of Nursing
Paul Spring Retirement Community is

seeking candidates for the position of
Director of Nursing. We are looking for an
individual who enjoys responsibility and
possesses strong management and commu-
nication skills to oversee and manage the
nursing department.

Minimum Qualifications:
• Current Virginia license as a Licensed

Practical Nurse or Registered Nurse.
• Minimum of two years nursing experience,

preferably in a long-term care setting.
• Basic computer skills, including e-mail

and Word.
• Ability to be on call during nights, week-

ends, and emergencies.
• Must be compassionate, caring and enjoy

working with seniors and their families.
If you enjoy managing people, team build-

ing, and making a difference in the lives of
your staff and residents, we would love to talk
with you about this position. Experience in
long-term care and management is preferred.

This full-time position offers a competitive
salary along with a complete benefit package
including health, dental, and life insurance,
paid time off, and 401k plan. For considera-
tion, please complete our online application at
WWW.RUI.NET and submit with resume and
salary requirements. Paul Spring Retirement
Community is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

BUSINESS OPP

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

BUSINESS OPP

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎
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Zone 2 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 2: • Burke

• Fairfax • Springfield
ClassifiedClassified

LEGAL NOTICE
According to the Lease by and between (1112) Alan Cottrell 
and TKG-StorageMart and its related parties, assigns and affili-
ates in order to perfect the Lien on the goods contained in their 
storage unit, the Manager has cut the lock on their unit and 
upon cursory inspection the unit was found to contain: boxes, 
furniture, TVs, ect. Items will be sold or otherwise disposed of 
on April 18, 2013 @ 12:00pm at 11325 Lee Hwy Fairfax VA 
22030 to satisfy owner's lien in accordance with state statutes.

According to the Lease by and between (2028) Andre W Hicks 
and TKG-StorageMart and its related parties, assigns and affili-
ates in order to perfect the Lien on the goods contained in their 
storage unit, the Manager has cut the lock on their unit and 
upon cursory inspection the unit was found to contain: bike, 
chair, boxes, ect. Items will be sold or otherwise disposed of on 
April 18, 2013 @ 12:00pm at 11325 Lee Hwy Fairfax VA 22030 
to satisfy owner's lien in accordance with state statutes.

According to the Lease by and between (24032) Shirley Jones 
and TKG-StorageMart and its related parties, assigns and affili-
ates in order to perfect the Lien on the goods contained in their 
storage unit, the Manager has cut the lock on their unit and 
upon cursory inspection the unit was found to contain: totes, 
boxes, clothes, ect. Items will be sold or otherwise disposed of 
on April 18, 2013 @ 12:00pm at 11325 Lee Hwy Fairfax VA 
22030 to satisfy owner's lien in accordance with state statutes.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

OBITUARY

THERESA MARIE PATCHAN "Terre"

Of Burke, VA passed on April 3, 2013; unexpectedly at her 
home. Born in Philadelphia, PA. Beloved wife of Peter D. 
Patchan; devoted mother of Amibeth (Benjamin) Griffin, and 
Peter T. Patchan; daughter of Thomas and Florence Staker; 
sister of Thomas, Patricia, Cathleen, Steven and Jane. She 
is also survived by one grandchild Natalie; and aunt to many 
loved nieces and nephews. She retired after 30 years as a 
Teacher with Fairfax County Public Schools.  Mass of Christi-
an Burial was held at Church of the Nativity of our Lord, 6400 
Nativity Lane, Burke, VA 22015 on Monday, April 8, 2013 at 
1 p.m. Interment to follow at Fairfax Memorial Park. In 
Terre's honor, donations may be made to Cherry Run Ele-
mentary Library, 9732 Ironmaster Drive, Burke, VA 22015.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

FREE ATTORNEY CONSULTATION
on issues of Auto Dealer Fraud; Lemon Law;

Identity Theft; Fair Credit Reporting and
Foreclosure Defense.

Law Offices of E. F. Robinson

(703) 970-2080

109 Prof. Services 109 Prof. Services

Experienced Childcare
provider available

for June & July; about 30 hours per week.
Qualified to handle special needs children;

10 years' experience;
Love children & engaging in athletic 

activities
Grad School bound in August; 

Call 703-407-0877 or 
email caitlinlandsman@gmail.com

116 Childcare Avail. 116 Childcare Avail.

21 Announcements

ABC LICENSE
Little Red Pepper, Inc trading 
as Red Pepper, 13075 Fair 
Lakes Shopping Center, Fair-
fax, VA 22033. The above es-
tablishment is applying to the 
VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF 
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE 
CONTROL (ABC) for a wine 
and beer on Premise license 
to sell or manufacture alcohol-
ic beverages. Jie Lan Deng 
President
NOTE: Objections to the issu-
ance of this license must be 
submitted to ABC no later than 
30 days from the publishing 
date of the first of two required 
newspaper legal notices. Ob-
jections should be registered 
at www.abc.virginia.gov or 
800-552-3200.

26 Antiques

We pay top $ for antique 
furniture and mid-century 

Danish/modern
teak furniture, STERLING, 
MEN'S WATCHES, jewelry 

and costume jewelry,
paintings/art glass/clocks. 

Schefer Antiques @
703-241-0790.

Email:theschefers@cox.net

28 Yard Sales

Community Yard Sale, 
April 13, 8 am to 1 pm, 14275 

Uniform Dr, Centreville
VA 20121

Household goods, toys, child-
ren's clothes, small furniture, 

dog and cat
supplies, and much more...

29 Misc. for Sale

Split Oak & Maple Hardwood 
1/2 Cord $140 (Pick-Up Trk),

1/4 Cord $75"  
PJ  703-772-2501

116 Childcare Avail.

BURKE Childcare avail in my 
home,OFC Lic, FT & PT, days, 

evenings, Back-up care & 
special needs children 

welcome. Large yard for lots of 
fun! 703-569-8056

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

ANTONIO LAWN & LANDSCAPING
Spring Cleanup • Lawn Mowing • Edging

Mulching • Planting • Patios
Expert Trimming & Removal • New Beds Made

Outline/Extend Existing Beds
Repairs • New Installations • & Much More

CALL NOW FOR FREE ESTIMATE
571-201-5561

703.919.4456
www.ReynoldsLandscapingOnline.com Licensed / Insured

Free Estimates

•No sub-contractors, or day labors.  •15 Years Designing and Installing
•The Owner is physically on your job site.  •On time and Professional.

INSTALLATION SPECIALIST WET BASEMENT / WET YARD
Water Proofing Foundations

Standing Yard Water
French Drains / Swales
Downspout Extensions

Dry River Beds

Paver & Flagstone
Patios / Walkways
Retaining Walls

Stacked Field Stone
Plants / Trees / Shrubs

LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING

THE MAGIC GARDENER
703-780-2272 or 703-328-2270

Licensed            Insured

Lawn Care, Fertilizing, Sod,
Spring Clean-up, Mulching,

Tree Cutting, Handyman work
Call us Today and Get 20% OFF

on Hardwood Mulching and Any Job Higher Than $300.00

MOWING, TRIMMING, EDGING,
MULCHING & TRIM HEDGES

PINNACLE SERVICES, INC.
LAWN SERVICE

Friendly Service for a Friendly Price

703-802-0483703-802-0483

GOLDY BRICK
CONSTRUCTION

Walkways, Patios, Driveways,
Flagstone, Concrete

FREE ESTIMATE
LIC. INS AND BONDED

703-250-6231

PAVING PAVING

Falcon Roofing
Roofing & Siding (All Types)

703-975-2375
falconroofinginc.com

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters • Chimney Crowns

Leaks Repaired
No job too small

ROOFING ROOFING

Quality Tree Service & Landscaping
Reasonable prices. Licensed & insured

20 yrs. of experience  -  Free estimates
703-868-5358

Spring Cleanup
Tree removal, topping, & pruning,

shrubbery trimming, mulching, leaf removal,
sodding, hauling, gutter cleaning, retaining

walls, drainage problems, etc.

TREE SERVICE TREE SERVICE

HAULING

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

Low Rates    NOVA
703-360-4364

703-304-4798 cell

7 DAYS A WEEK

LANDSCAPING

703-863-7465

A&S
LANDSCAPING

Planting • Mulching • Sodding
Patios • Decks • Driveway Sealing,

Asphalt • Retaining Walls
Erosion Control • Drainage Solutions

Junk Removal,
   Tree Work, Roofing

ANGEL’S
LAWN SERVICE

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

PAINTING

PATRIOT
PAINTING
www.PatriotPainting.net

Wallpaper Removal,
Carpentry,

Power Washing.
Int/Ext Painting

Free Est. • Satisfaction Guar.!
Lic./Ins. Int./Ext.

703-502-7840
Cell

571-283-4883

PAVING

Joseph Sealcoating

Free
Estimates!

703-494-5443

35 Years
Experience!

PAVING
Specialist

TREE SERVICE

ANGEL’S TREE REMOVAL

Angeltreeslandscaping-hauling.com

Brush & Yard Debris
 Trimming & Topping

Gutters & Hauling

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

ANGEL’S TREE REMOVAL

Angeltreeslandscaping-hauling.com

Brush & Yard Debris
 Trimming & Topping

Gutters & Hauling

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT
ADS TO

CLASSIFIED • CHOOSE 1 TO 6 ZONES
E-mail classified@connectionnewspapers.com or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT • CHOOSE 1 TO 6 ZONES
E-mail classified@connectionnewspapers.com or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411
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To Advertise Your
Community of Worship,

Call 703-778-9422

COMMUNITIES
OF WORSHIP

Assembly of God
Jubilee Christian Center

703-383-1170
Fairfax Assembly of God

703-591-4284
Way of Faith Assembly of God

703-573-7221

Baptist
Braddock Missionary ... 703-830-4125

Calvary Hill…703-323-1347
Fairfax Baptist…703-273-1820
Fairfax Circle…703-573-7372

Greater Little Zion…703-764-9111
Iglesia Bautista La Gran Comiscica...703-323-5858
Judah Praise Fellowship Christian...703-758-1456
Northern Virginia Primitive Baptist...703-255-0637

Buddhist
Guhyasamaja Buddhist Center... 703-774-9692

Bible
Bancroft Bible Church... 703-425-3800

Catholic
St. Leo the Great Catholic... 703-273-5369

St. Mary of Sorrows Catholic Church...
703-978-4141

St. Paul Catholic Church... 703-968-3010

Coptic Orthodox
St. Mark...703-591-4444

Disciples of Christ
Fairfax Christian Church... 703-385-3520

Episcopal
Church of the Apostles

703-591-1974
Truro Episcopal...703-273-1300

Jewish
Congregation of Olam Tikvah... 703-425-1880

Chabad Lubavitch...703-426-1980

Lutheran
Bethlehem Lutheran...703-978-3131

Christ Lutheran...703-273-4094
Kings of Kings...703-378-7272

Lord of Life...703-323-9500

Methodist
Bruen Chapel United...703-560-1665

Fairfax United...703-591-3120
Pender United...703-278-8023

St. George’s United...703-385-4550

Non-Denominational
Fair Oaks...703-631-1112

Fairfax Church of Christ..703-631-2100
Fairfax Community Church...

703-323-0110
Sovereign Grace Church...703-691-0600

Jesus Christ Crucified...703-385-9015
Metropolitan Community Church

703-691-0930
Salvation Army...703-385-9700

Shepherd’s Heart...703-385-4833
Word of Life Church International...

703-978-7101

Pentecostal
The Greater Pentecostal Temple...703-385-9426

Presbyterian
Christ Presbyterian Chruch...703-278-8365

Fairfax Presbyterian...703-273-5300
Korean Presbyterian...703-321-8090

Providence Presbyterian...703-978-3934
New Hope...703-385-9056

Shalom Presbyterian…703-280-2777

Seventh Day Adventist
Fairfax Seventh Day Adventist

703-978-3386

United Church of Christ
Little River United Church of Christ

703-978-3060

Realtime Worship - Sunday 8:45 & 11 AM
Sunday School 10:10 AM

Sunday Evening - Realtime Service
& Youth 6 PM

Family Night - Wednesday 7:15 PM
Call for Sunday Evening Worship Home Group Schedule

visit our website: www.jccag.org

4650 Shirley Gate Road, Fairfax
Bill Frasnelli, PASTOR   703-383-1170

“Experience the Difference”

Jubilee
Christian Center

Celebrating the Sounds of FreedomLooking for a New
Place of Worship?

Visit Antioch Baptist Church!

All Are Welcome!
Sunday Worship 8, 9:30 & 11:30 a.m.

Sunday School for Children & Adults 9:30 a.m.
Married Couples Sunday School 11:30 a.m.

Rev. Dr. Marshal L. Ausberry, Sr., Senior Pastor

Antioch Baptist Church
6531 Little Ox Road

Fairfax Station, VA 22039
703-425-0710 • www.antioch-church.org

SATURDAY/APRIL 13
JLNV Strides For Success 5K/1K.

8:30 a.m., at the Fairfax Corner
Shopping Center, 11950 Grand
Commons Ave., Fairfax. Novice to
advanced-level runners welcome;
benefits the Junior League of
Northern Virginia “Kids in the
Kitchen” anti-obesity program and
other fitness initiatives along with
Michelle Obama’s Let’s Move
initiative. $35 for 5K; $20 for 1K fun
run/walk; $10 for children under 10
for either event. 703-442-4163,
stridesforsuccess@jlnv.org or
www.jlnv.org.

American Festival Pops Orchestra:
Cinema Magic. 8 p.m., at GMU
Center for the Arts, 4400 University
Drive, Fairfax.  Beloved movie
masterpieces performed by the iconic
Northern Virginia-based orchestra;
tickets are half price for youth
through grade 12 accompanied by an
adult. $24, $40, $48. 888-945-2468
or cfa.gmu.edu.

TUESDAY/APRIL 16
John Cage 101. 2 p.m., at Johnson

Center Library Instruction Room 228,
GMU, 4400 University Drive, Fairfax.
Assistant Professor of Music Dr.
Guessford discusses his research on
the source of John Cage’s
compositional procedures and
techniques between 1933 and 1951
on the anniversary of John Cage’s
101st birthday. www.gmu.edu.

WEDNESDAY/APRIL 17
Witness: The George Mason Show.

6-8 p.m., at The Mason Hall Alumni
Gallery in Mason Hall, GMU, 4400
University Drive, Fairfax. An opening
reception featuring the work of
Patrick Sargent and Erwin Thamm,
who have collaborated the past three
years on a “multilayered narrative of
our heroes,” among them being silk
screen layered over woodwork
portraits of Andy Warhol, J Edgar
Hoover and Paul McCartney.
Facebook.com/gmu.soa.

FRIDAY/APRIL 19
The Marriage of Figaro. 8 p.m., at

the GMU Center for the Arts, 4400
University Drive, Fairfax. The final
installment of the Virginia Opera
2013 season: Rossini’s characters of
“The Barber of Seville” find
themselves in a day of lunacy, as
Figaro fights and outwits enemies to
be with his betrothed, Susanna. $44,
$72, $86. 888-945-2468 or
cfa.gmu.edu.

SATURDAY/APRIL 20
Fitness Workshop. 1 p.m., at City of

Fairfax Regional Library, 10360 N.
St., Fairfax. Cohen, a personal trainer
since 2005, with clients ranging in
age from teens to senior citizens and
who holds certifications for advanced
health and fitness specialist and
personal training through American
Council on Exercise will discuss the
aspects of a healthy lifestyle. https://
www.facebook.com/
GetInShapeWithDavid.

Fairfax Symphony Orchestra. 4
p.m., at Stacy C. Sherwood
Community Center, 3740 Old Lee
Highway, Fairfax. A preview concert
for the 2013-2014 season with
performancesby the winners of the
2013 Feuer Competition and FSO
musicians. $10.
www.fairfaxsymphony.org.

SUNDAY/APRIL 21
The Robinson Crew Team Annual

Plant Sale. 10 a.m.-8 p.m. at Burke
Nursery and Garden Center at 9401
Burke Road, Burke. The sale includes
annuals, perennials, stones, hanging

Photo courtesy of George Mason University

Vincent Oppido plays in the Northern Virginia American
Festival Pops Orchestra Saturday, April 13, at 8 p.m. at
GMU.

baskets, shrubs, trees and master
gardener/landscaping design; flyer
required. www.robinsoncrew.org or
contact Kay Billings at
plantsale4crew@gmail.com.

NOVA Simcha Party-planning
Expo. Noon-4 p.m., at Gesher Jewish
Day School, 4800 Mattie Moore
Court, Fairfax. A one-stop expo for
those planning a milestone
celebration—DJs, caterers,
invitations, party favors,
photographers, venues, decorations
and the like abound. 703-323-0880
or www.jccnv.org.

Ringling Bros and Barnum and
Baileys’ Dragons. 1 p.m., at the
Patriot Center, 4400 University Drive,
Fairfax. Circus performers from the
farthest reaches of the earth have
assembled for DRAGONS to showcase
their astounding talents. $15. 800-
745-3000 or www.ticketmaster.com.

The Marriage of Figaro. 2 p.m., at

the GMU Center for the Arts, 4400
University Drive, Fairfax. The final
installment of the Virginia Opera
2013 season: Rossini’s characters of
“The Barber of Seville” find
themselves in a day of lunacy, as
Figaro fights and outwits enemies to
be with his betrothed, Susanna. $48,
$80, $98. 888-945-2468 or
cfa.gmu.edu.

Woven Green In Concert. 4 p.m. at
Accotink Unitarian Universalist
Church, 10215 Lakehaven Court
Burke. In advance: $10; at the door:
$12; family: $25. 703-503-4579 or
www.wovengreenmusic.com,
www.accotinkuuc.org, or
administrator@accotinkuuc.org.

Victims’ Services Hosts 5k Walk.
4:30 p.m., at Fairfax Corner, 4100
Monument Drive, Fairfax. Join the
caring professionals that support
local victims of homicide, trauma,
sexual and domestic violence, child

physical and sexual abuse, stalking
human trafficking and suicide as they
walk together. Registration required.
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/survey/
crimevictimsrights.htm.

TUESDAY/APRIL 23
Preservation Awareness Week

Papermaking Workshop. 5-7
p.m., at the Johnson Center Library
in the Instruction Room, 4400
University Drive, Fairfax. “Why Beat
Pulp? Hand Papermaking as an
Intersection of Cultural Values,” by
Helen Frederick, professor in the
School of Art and Design, is a talk
and workshop on understanding the
natural material and its
transformation into paper;
participants make their own small
book. RSVP. 703-993-2491 or
dhogan1@gmu.edu.

THURSDAY/APRIL 25
AFTA Women’s Book Club. 6:30-8:30

p.m., at the American Turkish
Friendship Association, 3949
University Drive, Fairfax. Come to
discuss a series of imaginary letters
written to Lady Mary Montague, wife
of an English ambassador to Turkey in
1716-1718, entitled “Yes, I Would Love
Another Glass of Tea,” by Katharine
Branning; light refreshments served.
http://bit.ly/Xamija.

Free History Program. 7:30 p.m., at
Burke Centre Library, 5935 Freds
Oak Road, Burke. Historic re-enactor,
Lynne Garvey-Hodge, portrays Mrs.
Robert Walker, a suffragist from
Baltimore. She will talk about the
effort to secure voting rights for
American women. Then, Bob Beach,
architect, describes the plans for a
permanent memorial to their
struggles: the Turning Point
Suffragist Memorial. 703-249-1520.

FRIDAY/APRIL 26
Artist Talk/Walk. 4-6 p.m., at The

Mason Hall Alumni Gallery in Mason
Hall, GMU, 4400 University Drive,
Fairfax. An artists’ talk from Patrick
Sargent and Erwin Thamm, who have
collaborated the past three years on a
“multilayered narrative of our
heroes”; among the work produced
are silk screen layered over
woodwork portraits of Andy Warhol,
J Edgar Hoover and Paul McCartney.
www.Facebook.com/gmu.soa.

“The Magic Flute” By Wolfgang
Amadeus Mozart. 8 p.m. at Harris
Theatre, 4500 Patriot Circle, Fairfax.
Follow the young Prince Tamino in
his quest for truth and romantic love,
as he encounters a cast of unique
characters. General admission: $20;
students, seniors, groups: $15. 888-
945-2468 or visitcfa.gmu.edu.

Calendar To have community events listed, send to south@connectionnewspapers.com or
call 703-778-9416 with questions. Deadline for calendar listings is two weeks prior
to event.
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News

Owner Jaturon Srirote with daughter
Janita at Sisters Thai, a new Asian restau-
rant in the heart of Old Town Fairfax.

Tammy Disayawathana, owner of Sisters
Thai, enjoys a rare moment of peace and
quiet in her popular new restaurant lo-
cated in the heart of Old Town Fairfax.

Sisters Thai Comes to Town

Madolyn Disayawathana, 7, in Sisters
Thai, a popular new restaurant located in
the heart of Old Town Fairfax. Her heir-
loom silhouette graces the unique menus
in the restaurant.
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New restaurant adds spice
to Old Town Fairfax.

By Victoria Ross

The Connection

W
ith its bookcase-lined walls, artfully-
arranged floral pillows, bone china
tea cups and fresh flowers, the new-
est restaurant in Old Town Fairfax

seems more European bistro than Asian contemporary.
And that’s the point.
“I did not want the décor to feel commercial. We

want people to feel like they’re in their living room.
Very cozy and comfortable,” said owner Tammy
Disayawathana.

Disayawathana, who worked in food service and
hospitality management at the Hyatt Regency, said
she and her husband Jaturon Srirote always wanted
to open a restaurant that reflected their aesthetic and
love of Asian cuisine. Her husband came up with the
name “sisters,” because it symbolizes the positive
familial relationship Tammy has with her sister, but
also the sisterly bonds between her 7-year-old niece
Madolyn Disayawathana and her 13-month-old
daughter Janita Srirote.

“This was the right time and the right space. We
love the ‘old town’ style of the space,” she said.

Disayawathana worked with designer Sucha
Khamsuwan, president of Studio Ideya in Fairfax, to
create the bright and inviting space.

“We were thinking about the theme, almost like a
little girl’s house, with special touches everywhere.
We like to think of this as the living room of Fairfax,”
she said. “The Thai theme does not have to show up
in the décor for customers to know it’s a Thai restau-
rant. We hope they will know once they taste our food.”

And customers know, based on the rave reviews
on foodie websites such as Yelp, Grubstreet and
Epicurious. Open for just eight weeks, Sisters Thai
already has a loyal customer base.

“I could sit here all afternoon, because the space is
so cozy and inviting,” said Catherine Read, a city
resident and frequent customer. “I’ve brought sev-
eral people here for lunch and dinner, and everyone
is impressed with the genuine hospitality and fan-
tastic Thai food.”

The menu offers a variety of traditional Thai soups,
entrees and curry dishes, such as roasted duck curry,
spicy eggplant and Pad See Ew. Sisters Thai also has
a colorful dessert display case, in the style of a French
patisserie, with colorful cupcakes, tartes, fruit-fla-
vored mousse and cheesecakes.

Read said one of her favorite items is not on the
menu. It is the menu. The cover of every handmade
menu has an heirloom silhouette of Madolyn cre-
ated when she was 3 years old. “When you see their
one-of-a-kind-menu, it shows the care and thought
behind the entire restaurant. It’s the perfect start to
a great food experience,” Read said.

“We want everything here to be creative and invit-
ing. If I’m happy, I have energy and I can send that
energy to everyone who comes here. I’m having a
good time,” Disayawathana said.

Melissa Dunlap as Karen, Michael Donahue as Tom and
David Whitehead as Gabe in rehearsal for the Provi-
dence Players production of “Dinner With Friends.”
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Grown-up Play About
Grown-up Things
Providence Players of Fairfax
present “Dinner with Friends.”

By David Siegel

The Connection

S
itting around a table at a
recent rehearsal, Provi-
dence Players of Fairfax

Director Tina Thronson and
some of her cast discussed the
troupe’s funny yet bittersweet
Pulitzer Award-winning next
play, “Dinner with Friends,” by
Donald Margulies.

“Our next show rings so true
to life. It is a grown-up play
about grown-up things; focus-
ing on couples and their mar-
riages but in some very unlikely,
unexpected ways,” said
Thronson.

“Dinner with Friends” focuses
on two couples over a period of
time, looking at their early
courtships and their on-going
marriages, their love and their
mistakes. All peppered with
flashbacks of time and place,
along with a generous helping
of food and food references to
keep the production full of en-
ergy and the audience leaning
forward trying to anticipate
what might happen next.

The production has four char-
acters; two couples who have
been dear friends for years. The
story focuses on what happens
after one couple lets it be
known that a breakup of their
marriage is imminent.  But this
is no straight-forward melo-
drama with clear sympathies
toward one particular charac-
ter; it is more complex than
that, suggested Thronson.

Why is food a focus? Accord-

ing to cast member David
Whitehead, “food is used to
help the characters take a break
from confronting their relation-
ships and themselves.” Foodie
references also spice-up the tart
dialogue, noted Whitehead.

The two couples are Gabe
(Whitehead) and Karen
(Dunlop), a seemingly happily
married middle-aged pair. They
are the long-time friends of Tom
(Michael Donahue) and Beth
(Jayne L. Victor). But, the un-
expected news of the looming
divorce of Beth and Tom sets
the production on its way.

The use of scene flashbacks
will provide the audience with
the opportunity to see both
couples over time. According to
Dunlop, “the audience will see
how things and viewpoints
change. Who is likeable, who to
be trusted all change as the play
progresses. It is like a mystery.
Don’t be so sure of your first
impressions of anyone or even
the ending you initially expect.”

Whitehead indicated that the
show’s humor includes some
“biting sarcasm that will ring
true.” Even lines about wine
“take on unexpected meanings.
Who would expect that ‘astrin-
gent,’ used in describing a
wine’s taste, would lead to a
much deeper conversation
about marriage.”

The Providence Players ex-
pects that “Dinner with
Friends” will spark many con-
versations as the audience
heads home. You are invited to
join the discussion.

Where and When
“Dinner with Friends,” performed by Providence Players of Fairfax,

James Lee Community Center Theater, 2855 Annandale Road, Falls
Church. Performances through April 20, Thursday, Friday and Satur-
day at 7:30 p.m., Sunday Matinee at 2 p.m. April 14. Tickets: $15-$18.
Call 703-425-6782 or visit www.providenceplayers.org. Note: “Dinner
with Friends” is not for young audiences. It contains mature themes
and language.
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News

Robinson Students Commit to 26 Acts of Kindness
The number 26 is in honor of the 20 students
and six staffers killed during the Sandy Hook
Elementary School shooting.

By Andrea Worker

The Connection

E
ven if only 10 percent of Robinson
Secondary School’s almost four
thousand students accept the Stu-
dent Government Association

(SGA)’s 26 Acts of Kindness Challenge dur-
ing the month of April, that would still mean
10,400 random acts of kindness and cour-
tesy added to the world. Not a bad achieve-
ment.

“Oh, no, we’re going for them all!” de-
clared the eight students who form the 26
Acts of Kindness SGA Committee. They have
already run out of the custom-made t-shirts
that read “26 Acts of Kindness” on the front
and contain 26 lines on the back for each
wearer to fill in daily between the 1st and
the 26th of April with their participatory
kindness (not to worry, more on the way!)

The number 26 is in honor of the 20 stu-
dents and six staffers who were killed dur-
ing the tragic Sandy Hook Elementary
School shooting on Dec. 14 last year in
Newtown, Conn. One of those lost lives
belonged to Lauren Rousseau, cousin of
Robinson Student Services Counselor
Kirsten Wiley. Sophomore committee mem-
ber RJ Holtzman said, “That connection just
made us even more determined to do this
right. Ms. Wiley means a lot to all of us.
She’s really a beloved counselor to so many
of the kids here. Maybe this can make her
feel just a little better, and we’ve already
done one act of kindness then.”

THE IDEA of performing 26 Acts of Kind-
ness to honor the Sandy Hook victims was
proposed in an article and via Twitter by
NBC news correspondent Ann Curry and
quickly went viral. The kids at Robinson are
taking it to a new level and making sure
that neither the victims, nor the notion of
remembering them by spreading kindness,
gets lost in the noise of the next news cycle.

To get things started, the SGA crew pro-
duced a video that was made available to
the entire student body and later uploaded
to YouTube. Twenty-six students and mem-
bers of the school’s staff, captured in poi-
gnant black and white, were filmed
throughout the campus, each holding the
picture of one of the Sandy Hook victims.
In the video, each picture is slowly turned
to reveal an Act of Kindness that had been
performed by the participant in memory of
the lost person whose image they carry.

“We worked on that video for months,”
said Jessie Bond, a senior from Fairfax Sta-
tion. “Not just because it was technically
difficult, but because we wanted to respect
the victims and we wanted to make some-
thing that would show people how impor-
tant kindness is.”

“You don’t know what even the smallest
act of kindness might mean to someone,”
added Shannon Lopynski, a senior and resi-

dent of Clifton.
Next on the agenda was a Pledge Banner

that accompanied talks about the project.
The banner now takes up the back of the
SGA’s classroom, filled with signatures and
even a painted handprint or two.

The T-shirts serve several purposes. “One
of the goals of the SGA,” said Autumn
Guckert, “is to promote unity among the
students at Robinson. On the last day of our
26 Acts of Kindness challenge, we plan to
get everybody together for a giant pan-
oramic photo, all wearing their filled-in
kindness t-shirts. What a way to show how
all of us at Robinson pulled together to
make a difference. Every time someone
wears one of those shirts, the message gets
broadcast again, maybe inspiring someone
else to do something on their own.”

The students plan to send the photo along
with a story about their efforts and with
words of encouragement to Sandy Hook
Elementary. “And, of course,” said Will
Rowson, a sophomore from Fairfax sound-
ing very much like the next generation’s
business leader, “you know that things that
get written and recorded are the things that
get done.”

Guckert also knows how to work the press
and the social media avenues to get the
message out. The junior from Clifton con-
tacted several media sources, including the
Connection Newspapers and the local NBC
affiliate. “It’s not about recognition for us,”
said Guckert. “It’s a way to take this effort to
a larger audience, even beyond the walls of
Robinson.” The group was amazed that their
26 Acts of Kindness Twitter account “ex-
ploded on April 1st,” as Shannon Lopynski
described it. “We started the day with 20
followers. Before the end of the day we were
over 200.” At last check, there were 600-plus
following the postings that good deed-doers
were reporting. A browse through that Twit-
ter log shows students and staff and friends
and relatives excitedly adding their efforts
to the quickly expanding list. “I made din-
ner for my family last night,” read one tweet.
“I am writing Thank You notes to teachers.”
“I made a donation to Autism Speaks.” “I just
helped our janitor clean up a mess—and
thanked her for what she does!” “I bought a
Starbuck’s for the stranger in line behind
me!” Scrolling down, good deeds, big and
small, keep adding up.

“Sixty-two students will be cutting their
hair to donate to Pantene’s Beautiful
Lengths program that collects human hair
to produce wigs for cancer patients,” said
Alison Neun. Neun is a special education
teacher at Robinson and the teacher co-
sponsor of the SGA along with Daniel
Clements, who teaches science. Neun and
Clements both commented on how proud
they were to be associated with the SGA.
“All of them,” said Clements. “They all par-
ticipate,” commented Neun. “They all sup-
port each other and the individual projects

and campaigns they are working on. And
they support the entire school by leader-
ship and showing up for events, games, per-
formances, everything across all stereotypi-
cal boundaries.”

ROBINSON’S 26 ACTS OF KINDNESS
campaign will come to its official close on
April 26th, but if the members of the Stu-

dent Government Association and the
troops they have rallied throughout the
school have anything to say about it, that
date will not mark the end of the story—
just the first chapter of a long series. Check
out their YouTube video (search for 26 Acts
of Kindness Robinson) and watch the good
deeds multiply on their Twitter space at
twitter.com/26Acts_Kindness.

Robinson students signing the Pledge Banner while participating in the
26 Acts of Kindness campaign.
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Sports

By Jon Roetman

The Connection

T
he Lake Braddock baseball
team has labored through a
slew of injuries early in the
season, with several key ath-

letes either missing time or limited in
their contributions.

The Bruins lost two of their first five
games after entering the season ranked
No. 12 nationally by MaxPreps.com. Last
season, when Lake Braddock won the
program’s first state championship, the
Bruins started 9-0 and did not suffer their
second loss until game No. 19.

Now, nearly one month into the sea-
son, Lake Braddock is starting to get
some players healthy. Left-handed
pitcher Thomas Rogers, who threw a
four-hit shutout in last year’s state cham-
pionship game, is cleared to pitch on a
limited basis after having Tommy John
surgery on Aug. 27. Sophomore pitcher
Matt Supko returned from a back injury
with hopes of becoming a key contribu-
tor on the mound.

As others progress, Lake Braddock fig-
ures to improve. But even though the
Bruins aren’t at full strength, they were
plenty good enough on April 5 to avenge
last season’s loss to rival West Springfield
in the Northern Region championship
game.

LAKE BRADDOCK, ranked No. 2 in the
latest Northern Region coaches poll, de-
feated West Springfield 11-1 in five in-
nings at Lake Braddock Secondary School.
After beating the Spartans twice during the
2012 regular season and again in the Pa-
triot District championship game, the Bru-

nings while earning the victory. The right-
hander allowed two hits while walking one
and striking out three.

“He did good,” Lake Braddock head coach
Jody Rutherford said. “He’s
one of the guys that’s getting
healthy. I really wasn’t ex-
pecting him to go four. He
kept his pitch count down
which … got him deeper into
the game.”

At the plate, junior short-
stop Jack Owens had a pair
of doubles and an RBI. Se-
nior third baseman Alex
Lewis had a hit and three
RBIs. Rogers finished with a
double and an RBI, Supko
had a two-run single and
Darcy had an RBI single.

“It’s been tough, but I think
it’s made us a better team,”
Owens said about the Bruins
dealing with injuries. “The
chemistry in the dugout,
we’ve all gotten strong. Kids
who normally wouldn’t play
[when others are] healthy …
have played and they got a

taste for what it’s like …”
While things are looking up for Lake

Braddock, Rutherford said the team has
room for improvement, including finding

someone other than senior Nick McIntyre
to step up from a pitching standpoint.

“I wouldn’t say [we’re] hitting our stride,”
Rutherford said. “We’ve still got our best ball
in front of us. I thought we played a pretty
good game against South County [on April
3]. I was pleased that we came out and per-
formed good today.”

West Springfield, on the other hand, is
struggling. The Spartans got the leadoff
man on base in the first inning when short-

stop Taylor Boyd led off with a single,
but they came up empty. In the bottom
half of the inning, a two-out Spartan er-
ror opened the door for three Lake
Braddock runs.

Starting pitcher Blake Bird allowed
eight runs — three earned — and six hits
over four innings. The left-hander hit
four batters and struck out two.

“We’ve got a lot of growing up to do,”
West Springfield head coach Jason Olms
said. “We’re inexperienced, we’re young,
but those are just excuses. We’ve got to
get better. We’re nowhere near we need

to be right now. …
“I think Blake did a pretty good job. We’re

going to need him to go longer, but I think
he did a pretty good job — we didn’t help
him out at all. He kept guys off balance and
threw strikes for the most part, just ended
up getting a little tired in the fourth.”

WEST SPRINGFIELD lost to South
County 5-1 on Tuesday, dropping its record
to 3-7 overall and 0-4 in the Patriot Dis-
trict. The Spartans have dropped five
straight and were outscored 29-3 by T.C.
Williams, Lake Braddock and South
County.

West Springfield will host Lee at 6:30 p.m.
on Friday, April 12.

Lake Braddock defeated West Potomac 8-
2 on Tuesday to improve to 8-2 overall and
4-0 in the district. The Bruins have won five
in a row and will host Woodson at 6:30 p.m.
on Friday, April 12.

Bruins blast West Springfield as team
bounces back from injuries.

Lake Braddock junior Joe Darcy earned the win
against West Springfield on April 5, allowing one
unearned run in four innings.

Lake Braddock Baseball Getting Healthy
Lake Braddock shortstop Jack Owens had a pair of doubles against West
Springfield on April 5.

Lake Braddock senior Thomas Rogers has been cleared to pitch on a
limited basis.

ins lost to West Springfield in the region
final before running the table at states. On
Friday, junior pitcher Joe Darcy limited the
Spartans to one unearned run in four in-

“I wouldn’t say
[we’re] hitting our
stride. We’ve still
got our best ball in
front of us.”
— Lake Braddock baseball

coach Jody Rutherford
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Sheila Adams
703-503-1895

Life Member, NVAR Multi–Million
Dollar Sales Club

Life Member,
NVAR TOP PRODUCERS

Ann Witherspoon
703-503-1836

CRS, Associate Broker
Life Member, NVAR Multi–Million
Dollar Sales Club
Life Member, NVAR TOP PRODUCERS

ann.witherspoon@LNF.com

AMANDA SCOTT
703-772-9190

Top Producer
www.AmandaScott.net

# 1 in Virginia
703-425-8000

Access the Realtors Multiple Listing Service: Go to www.searchvirginia.listingbook.com

Your REALTORS*
Next Door

Mary Hovland
703-946-1775
Cathy DeLoach
571-276-9421

BUZZ & COURTNEY
JORDAN
Your Local Father/Daughter Team!

703-503-1866 or 703-503-1835
TheJordanTeam@longandfoster.com
www.TheJordanTeam.com

BARBARA NOWAK
& GERRY STAUDTE
“My Virginia Home Team”
703-473-1803, 703-309-8948

gerry.staudte@longandfoster.com
 www.MyVirginiaHomeTeam.com

Burke/Cherry Run
HUGE SFH IN CHERRY RUN! 5 BR, 3.5 BA, Kit w/granite,
liv, fam, din, HDWDS, walkout LL w/rec rm, BR 5/poss in-
law suite, storage, 2 car Gar, deck, tree view, front porch.
Close to Cherry Run Elem Sch.

Jim Fox
703.503.1800
jim.fox@LNF.com

Annandale $649,900
ALL-BRICK RAMBLER

Easy, one level living in this stately home on near acre lot on
quiet street. Spacious rooms thruout with 4BR/3BA. Family
rm off eat-in kitchen, sunroom, new hardwoods, fresh paint.
2-car sideload garage. Gorgeous yard and landscaping.

Reston $489,900
Gorgeous light filled, 2BD, 2BA, 3LVL end-unit TH in
prime commuting location. Granite, stainless, upgraded
cabinets, hdwds, designer berber carpet, and fresh paint.

Call Courtney (703) 786-5330

BETTY BARTHLE
703-425-4466

38 YEARS’ EXPERIENCE
E-mail: betty@bettybarthle.com
Website: www.bettybarthle.com

MARSHA WOLBER
Lifetime Member NVAR Top Producers
Top 5% of Agents Nationally
www.marshawolber.com
Cell: 703-618-4397

Clifton
$1,272,500

13100 Twin
Lakes Dr. Truly
custom home will
wow you with its
soaring ceilings,
open floor plan,
and curved mold-
ings and
upgrades by the
original owners!

Imported limestone flooring, soaring windows, coffered
ceilings, impressive in every detail!  Main level master suite,
backs to Twin Lakes Golf Course.
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Fairfax
Station

$1,399,000
Amazing 5 acre
estate home
with 2 car
garage, 4 bed-
rooms, 4 1/2
baths in the
main residence

plus an additional 2 room and full bath guest house over a
detached 3 car garage. Stunning, luxurious master suite plus
a gorgeous custom kitchen, custom library and separate
sunroom. Regulation sized tennis court, swimming pool, hot
tub and 1/4 mile sports tract. Beautiful decking and balcony.

Fairfax Station
CROSSPOINTE

$799,900
Seldom Seen
Cross Newport-
Deluxe-Expanded
in sought after
CROSSPOINTE.
Updated/Redesigned

Kitchen, Hardwood Floors & New Carpet – Main Floor “Breezeway”
Study – 5 BR/3.5 BA – Back Staircase to 5th Bedroom & 3rd BA Large
Deck backing to Trees – Freshly Painted – Beautifully Landscaped.
PROPERTY WEBSITE http://8404-CROSSLAKE.lflisting.com

CALL or Email ANN WITHERSPOON  -- 703-503-1836
OR  ann.witherspoon@LNF.com

Fairfax  $554,900
Lovely 5 BR, 3 1/2 Bath beauty in Beautiful Fairfax Club Estates.
Situated on a richly wooded lot on a pretty cul-de-sac. The interior
boasts 1st floor FR w/Fireplace, Formal LR/DR, New SGD steps you
out to quiet deck, perfect for entertaining, Remodeled Baths, Newer
Kitchen, Lower Level w/Rec Room, 5th BR and full Bath, 2 car garage.

Sheila Adams 703-503-1895
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Falls Church  $629,900
Beautiful updates in a spacious home. Sunny, clean 5 BR, 2.5
BA house w/2-car garage. Updated kitchen with new cabinets,
granite counters and SS appliances. Updated baths, too.
Freshly painted. Beautiful sunroom overlooks level lot. Easy
access to East Falls Church Metro, only 2.3 miles.

Fairfax Station $729,900
Stunning Remodeled Home!

You are going to love this absolutely gorgeous home!
Huge lot, vaulted ceilings, 2nd story overlook, 3 season
sunroom, all baths remodeled, new hardwood floors,
updated kitchen, backs to woods, private driveway,
Woodson High School, and too much more to mention!

DIANA KHOURY
Put My Experience to Work for You!

NVAR Multi-Million Dollar Sales Club

Call Today!  703-401-7549
Diana.Khoury@LNF.com

Fantastic in Fairfax Station! $749,000
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Clifton $945,000
French Country Charm on 5 Gorgeous Acres

Fairfax $519,000
Newly updated “Prince” Rambler in sought-after Kings Park West.
Updated eat-in kitchen with gas cooking, updated baths, hardwood
floors, finished walkout lower level to patio and wooded flat back-
yard.  Freshly painted and much more! Only blocks from Royal Lake
& Lakeside Park, plus steps to Metro bus, VRE, and shopping!

Centreville $539,900
Beautifully updated SFH. Cul de sac lot backs to trees. 4
BR, 3BA, Liv, Din, Fam, Gourmet kit w/granite, 3 season
sunrm, 2 car gar, unfin walkout LL w/rough in. Call for info.
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